A high molecular weight RNA fraction in chromatin.
Utilizing a new chromatin isolation and fractionation technique we have obtained a high molecular weight RNA fraction from L-929 cell chromatin. The synthesis of this RNA is not greatly inhibited by concentrations of 0.04 mug/ml actinomycin D in the medium. Its synthesis appears to be strongly inhibited by 2 mug/ml of alpha-amanitin. The RNA appears to be quickly degraded (or removed from the chromatin) and does not contain a poly(A) sequence at its 3'-OH terminal end. Our working hypothesis is that this RNA is "nascent" heterogenous nuclear RNA partially transcribed from regions of the chromatin.